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' Mohd Salman Khan the college fests on in full swing. packed performances by artistes  with the audlence to Mora Saiyagn, among
IIT Delhi recently had its annual including Shilpa Rao, Papon and  other songs.
t's that time of the year when fest, Rendezvous, which turned the band Advaita.

) After this performance, Shipa Rao took to
many colleges across the city out to be quite a treat for music ~ The musical bonanza was L g

are in celebration mode with

lovers. ITians saw some power-

started by Ad\mif‘a‘, who jammed

the stage and started with sihging Tose
Naina Laage, followed by I Feel Good and
Khuda Jaane. The singer praised the stu-
dents and said to them just what they want-
ed to hear - “You are the best engineers in
the country. Your parents would be proud of
you, na?” she said.

After Shipa, it was Angaraag Mahanta

aka Papon’s turn. Talking about his college
days Papon quipped,

“Main  bhi architect

banne nikla tha. Lekin ‘

ﬁrst sang Kyun Na
Hum Tum from the
latest " Ranbir
Kapoor movie -
Barfi!, and then

it was Banao Ba-

nao and Jeeyein
Kyun after which

the singer said,

Harl Bhumi ND 04/11/2012 r-6
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India to showcase
Aakash tablet at UN

United Nations, Nov 3: India,
whichassumed thismonth’srotat-
ing Presidency of the Security
Council, willshowcaseitslow-cost
Aakash tablet at the United Na-
tions, highlighting the country's
innovation involved in the “most
competitively priced” tablet com-
puter India'sperma-
nent representative
to the UN Hardeep

da under India’s presidency He
said while the tablet would be
called "frugal innovation" in JN
terminclogy; itisa"competitively
priced innovation."

Purisaid the Indianmissionto
theUNtook thelnitiativetoshow-
case the tablet at the world body
; and other UN mem-

AR ber states as well as
v« B mediapersons will

Singh Puri said a
presentation on the |
tablet willbeheldon |
November 28 at the |
world body’s head-
quarters here to
which UN Secretary
General Ban Ki-
moonwillbeinvited.

Suneet  Singh
Tuli, CEO of Cana-
da-based Datawind,
which had won the
Indian government's tender for
makingandsupplyingthetablets,
will also be present on the occa-
sion. Aakash hasbeen "described
as the most competitively priced
tablet computer by an Indian-ori-
gin entrepreneur,” Puri said at a
newsconference on Friday toout-
line the Council's menthly agen-

| be invited to the
i event. Tuli would
| makeapresentation
| to the UN audience
i on Aakash, which
was launched in Qc-
toberlastyearbythe
Indian government
to make available
computing devices
to students at sub-
sidisedrates.TheIn-
dian mission in-
tends to distribute a limited
number of Aakash tablets to
sonle member states.
newversijonof thetablet PC,
featuringone Ghzprocessor, four-
hour battery time, capacitive
screen and Android 4.0 operating
system, isexpected tobelaunched
inIndiaonNovemberl1l. P77
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Hindu, ND 5/11/2012 p-9

I1T-Madras may close
doors on hostel mingling

Wardens contemplate ban on entry of girls into boys' rooms; students oppose

Staff Reporter

CHENNAI: IIT-Madras is going
the way of other higher edu-
cation institutes in the
country. And students are
not happy.

The premier institution
will soon impose restric-
tions on the entry of girls
into boys’ hostels. This was
confirmed at a meeting of
hostel wardens with student
representatives on Satur-
day, students said.

This comes barely three

days after nearly 60% of stu-
dents voted against strict
rules in this regard at a gath-
ering organised by The Col-
loguium, a debating forum
runby IIT-M students

Currently, ‘girls are al-
l})wed into boys hostels be-
tween 9 am. and 9 p.m.
while there is a strict ban on
boys’ entry into girls’ rooms.

Students said they re-
ceived a mail from their rep-
resentatives which
indicated the motivation be-
hind the rule was some past
untoward incident that hap-
pened on the campus lead-
ing to parents/guardians
blaming wardens,

Institute authorities have
assured students that each
hostel wilt be provided a vis-
itors' lounge where girls and
boys can interact. “But no
entry into rooms will be al-
lowed,” the mail said.

- Of late, some wardens

have completely restricted -

{

| BISEIPLINE

ITTs across the country have varied degrees of freedom when
it comes to hostel visits and deadlines

MG

!

'KANPUR | BOMBAY _DELHI |[KHARAGPUR| GUWAHATI
Girls and boys - ~ Girls' entry to o ., | Girls are allowed
_.are allowed in ) Q * boys’ rooms is §~“ % |. incommon
eachother's | a1 allowedonlyon | £ S SN |  areasfike the
‘rooms from 6 a.m. | &g % | Deepavaliand | a | sports room and
tomidnight | £ i"-" & #| during events ’%M A dining hall
% H : “ = -

10 pm

Entry is allowed
from 7.30 am -

Girls are allowed
% |entry in the common
room/library/music
_room in the boys
hostel till 10 p.m.,
[ with permission

« At a recent discussion at IIT-, 61% of the 548 studenl attendees fett their rights were restricted
because of such rules on the campus

# 67% were of the opinion that there should be no-restrictions on the free movement of students in hnstels

1 s
“

* the entry of girls into boys’

hostels. In some hostels,
even mothers of students
are not allowed, But, there
was no blanket ban as the
onus was on the wardens to

‘take specific action, a stu-

dent said. The students had
an inkling of the impending
ban, he said, and their fierce
opposition to it was reflect-
ed in the votes during the
Colloqmum meet on Tues-
day. “It is strange that the
wardens took this decision
despite an overwhelming
number of students voting
against restrictions. After
all, some months ago, the di-
rector himself had assured

students that no rule would
be implemented without the
‘consent of students,” he said
Students who received
the mail were angry.
“We live in hostels to

make our own decisions, -

learn from mistakes and
grow. Such pseudo—parent-
ing will never give us the
space we need to mature in-
to responsible adults,” a stu-
dent said.

“Some of us were ﬁne with
the present timings and re-
strictions but a blanket ban
is too much,” another stu-
dent said.

.Most technical institu-
tions including Anna Uni-

.

versity *and other
engineering colleges have
strict rules regarding entry

‘into hostéls and timings.

A member of the council
of wardens said the proposal
would be placed before the
dean and director. “We want
our campus to be balanced

in’ terms of gender-specific -

rules. We will listen to opin-
ions before we decide,” the
member said.

A professor said the deci-
sion was taken in view of the
safety of students.

“We "are responsible for
them and want to make sure
some decorum in main-
tained,” he said. .

.
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Awareness drive

TIMES MEWS MNETWORK

he entrepreneurship oell (E-cell), rumn
by the student community of the Indi-

an Institute of Technology (IIT) Kharagpur,

conducted] the 2012 edition of its cne-
month entrepreneurship awareness drive
inn colleges in 20 cities across the nation I
Dctober. The drive imvolved lectures,
workshops, and presentations by industry
leaders as well as students.

Inn Delhi, the drive was held at the Fac-
ulty of Management Studies (FLIS), Delhi
University (D1, on Octoler 29, where the
campaigmn creater] awareness amaong col-
lege students to start their own entrepre-
neurial ecosysterm and develop therm. Diur-
ing the drive, the student-meml»ers of the

E-cell at TS, in order to promote their en-

trepreneurial activities, collalorated with
the local start-ups and NG0s.

Explaining the collaboration, Anlkit
Singh, MEBA (full-titne) student and
member of the E-Cell at FMS says, “"Dur-

ing the entrepreneurship drive, students
tie up with small and medinum local lewel
enterprises for their projects such as on-
line ventures to gain experience in the
entrepreneurial space. And in the
course of it, students get hands-on ex-
perience to apply the management tools
of digitized marketing, user sentimernt,
etc, which they study in the theory of
their MEBA programme.™

Howewer, he further says
that FLIS students have an
edqe over students of other
EB-schocls, as it is located in
the centre of north carnpus,
abuzz with student activi-
ties. Surmounded Iy other
oolleges, it serves as a test-
ing ground for the initial
ventures and business
models. Basel on the feed-
back of the student com-
munity, students get to up-
grade the models.
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1IM-A, LinkedIn Join Hands
to Contlnue Alumni Support

Headhunters will get invite to join a dedicated group; user profiles will be verified by their alma mater

In the Loop '
17m 31,100

UselLinkedin 1IM-A's
Inindla Alumnl Base

380 110

Size of Current 5 Cos Offered

IIM-A Batch 1 Summer Training
302 YZO%
Interned with | Interned with
Banking Cos | Consulting Firms

120

Companles Came for IIM-A's -,
Campus Placement thisvr < °

bl

» NM-A whil Sand emait i invitations a
10 1t5 alumni I'or]oinlngthe netwo‘rﬂ
ing

PARAGDAVE
AHMEDABAD

n 2008, twe Indian Institute of
IManagement-Ahmedabad grads

hit what seemed to be bull’s eye —
investment banking jobs with Leh-
man Brothers, But within months, the
once-renowned investment bank had
collapsed and the top-notchers found
themselves without a job. Desperate
calls to their alma mater for an alter-
native placement proved to be of little
help. The institute could de little be-
cause there was nomechanism to sup-
port the alumni.

Four years later in an effort to make
amends IIM-A has joined hands with
professional networking site Link-
edIntokeep placement channels open
with recruiters even after students
graduate, The arrangement is'a first
for LinkedIn.

“After the Lehman episode, we start-
ed thinking about creating an infras-

‘tructuretohelpour alumnifind better

cateer options,” said Saral Mukher-
jee, foymer chairperson of IIM-A
placement committee and member of
alumni and external relations com-
mittee of IIM-A. With a formal agree-
ment now in place between IIM-A and
LinkedIn, recruiters can now go
through alumni profiles for hiring at
middle and senior levels. Headhun-
ters, too, will get an invite to join the

Deccan Herald, ND 5/11/2012

LinkedIn group. “We will remain se-
lective. We believe the hiring process
will change with technolegy as one

can now track a person’s career

growth better,” Mykherjee added.
Vijaya Sherry Chand, dean (sdumni
and external relations) at ITM-A says
that globally;, recruiters have never
been part of any B-school alumni
group. “We will verify members be-
fore allowing them to be part of the
group, thus authenticating the pro-

files,” says Sherry
L N Chand. The institute
IIM-A has will sendemail invita-
9,500alumni  tions to its alumni for
fromits joiningthe network.
flagship The 50-year-old insti-
courses and tuteranked10thinthe
21,600 - world (2012 ranking
alumnifrom for Post-Graduate
executive Programme compiled
education by the Financial

Times, Londen) has a
database of 2,000 recruiters and will
invitesomeof itsregularrecruitersto
be part of the group once a sizeable
numberof alumnijoins. Hari V Krish-
nan, country manager of LinkedInIn-
dia, says: “Alumni network is an im-
portant reason why people join
B-scheols. Apart from networking in-
frastructure, this (the tie-up) will pro-
vide secondary placement platformto
alumni, Not only recruiters, but
IIM-A alumni, who have become in-

P-8

dustry captains in various sectors,
look for hiring potential candidates
and they will prefer graduates from
their own institute.”

LinkedIn officials said that they have
17 million users in India, while there
are some 89 million white collar profes-
sionals in the country, “We want all of
them tojoin LinkedInand variouscom-
panies as well as educational institutes
are part of the ecosystem. Time is the
most precious commodity and with
such tie-up, we can ensure that these
professional spend significant time on
the site and we can drive value to our
free consumers,” says Krishnan,

IIM-A will form two groups for its
page on LinkedIn named Indian Insti-
tute of Management-Ahmedabad and
the second called IIM-A Executive
Education Alumni. One will cater to
its long-term courses while the other
will focus on alumni from short-term
courses like Executive Fducation,
Faculty Develppment Progtll'amme,
and Armed Forces Programme.

TIM-A has 9,500 alumni from its flag-
ship courses and 21,600 alumni from
executive education, The tie-up with
LinkedIn is expected to offer career
guidance. “Students know their im-
mediate seniors and juniors, but they
are unaware of the majority who
graduated much earlier or after them.
Our initiative will help in realtime ca-
reer counselling,” says Mukherjee.

Panel for funding state higher education depts directly

The states’ share of expenditure is
about 67 per cent of the total cost

NEW DELHI: A committee of
the Central Advisory Councilon
Education (CABE} has recom-
mended that Central fund on
higher education should be sent
tostate education departments
instead of giving it to universities
directly or through University
Grants Commission (UGC),

“A paradigm shift is needed
inthe manner the state univer-

sities and colleges are funded
and supported by the Central
government. In place of send-
ing Central funds directly orvia
UGC for universities and col-
leges across states, Central
funding should be done for the
state higher education system
asawhole,"itsaid in its report,
Such a plan should take a hg-
listic view and take within its

purview Central as well as pri-
vate institutions, so that all

three segments of higher edis.

cation within the state can de-
velopto bring about a quantifi-
able change, it added.
To buttress its point, the
committee said the states were
“units for planned and coordi-
nated development” of higher
education. The central funding
could be used to induce them
toincrease government spend-
ingonhigher education anden-
able them to expand their high-

er education capacity aligned
10 the growing demand from
students coming out of schools,

“, Thehigher education enrol-

ment in regu]ar colirses is ex-
pected to increase from the
current 200 lakh in 2011-12 to
300 lakh by the end of the 12th
five year plan (2016-17). Of the
current enrolment, about 180
lakh is in the universities and
colleges and the remaining 20
lakh in ndn-degree awgrding
institutions,

While the Central plan out-

lays have been increased to
over 10 times of the actual ex-
penditure during the 10th five
year plan, the higher education
sector could be “meaningfully”
impacted only if the states are
alsoinduced in making propor-
tionately higher investments.
“Atpresent, the states’ share
of expenditure on higher edu-
cation is around 67% of the to-
tal expenditure on higher edu-
cation,” the panel underlined.
The circumstances and the
level of development of higher

education vary widely across
thestates, “Due to this diversity,
state institurions should be sub-
jected to.onlyone type of inter-
vention and support,” it said,

citing anotherreason forgwmg
central fund to state education
departments. It said the systern
of funding state higher educa-
tion systerms should be built on
a sustainable model. Focus
should also be given to attract-
ing private investment and in-
ternal generation of resources.
DH News Service
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Biometric
attendance for
DU teachers

TIMES NEWSNETWORK

New Delhi: Delhi Universi-
tv's executive council has au-
thorized the vice-chancellor
to implement the biometric
attendance system for the
teachers,

Although the university
had already implemented the
bicmetric attendance system
for the non-teaching staff, the
proposal for doing the same
for the teachers, floated in
2009, met with an opposition
from the teachers and had to
be put on the backburner.

On Saturday. the highest
decisionamaking body of the
university discussed the is-
sue and passed a resolution

POWER TO VC

allowing the VC to decide on
the implementation of the
new systerm,

The attendance issue had
come up for hearing in the
Delhi high court earlier in
September. DU assured the
court that it would “expedi-
tiously"adoptand implement
thebiometric attendance sys-
temn for the teachers to ensure
punctuality. Following the as-
surance, thecourtdisposed of
a PIL seeking the same, filed
by an organization called In-
dian Councilof Legal Aid and
Advice in August,

Meanwhile, a section of
teachers belonging to the
Academics for Action and De.
velopment group appealed to
the ¥C not to go ahead with
the new systemn, saying this
will be the beginning of an
era of slavery for the teaching
community where the teach-

ers will be targeted and
hounded by the heads and the

rrireimale
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HT Lucknow

II'T-Roorkee alumni
20 down memory lane

LUCKNOW: Past students of
[IT-Roorkee relived their
good old days on the cam-
pus as they came together F

at the Lucknow chapter of

the institution on Sunday:.
From the classroom mis-
chief to playing truant

with inmates in hostel, the

memories came alive asthe =1IT-Roorkee alumni at
college friendsgot together  the annual day event.

at Viswesariya auditorium.

Sharing his college memories YD Mathur of the 1959
batch said, “Our teachers used to make late night
rounds of the hostels when most of us were brewing
coffee on heaters that was prohibited.”

“With tworadio set on and coffee in pan, theboysfeared
action by teachers. But even a reproach could not restrict
the boys. The teachersuse to say that the idea of surprise
inspection was to check the electrical load and not the
industrial load,” he shared. The old boys recalled that
getting admission to Thomson Engineering, which
is now [I'T-Roorkee, was tough even then. Gajendra
Pal Singh of 1952 batch said that students then had
to compete for the 200 seats of the college. HTC
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